
                       

��� � ���� term has proved to be a very busy and 
challenging one as we have been continuing 
our programme of refurbishments and 
improvements.  The major works undertaken 
during the summer, particularly in the Early 
Years area, left us with much to do in the way 
of tidying up and putting the finishing touches 
to many areas of the buildings.  Thanks to the 
hard work of our staff, some of whom even 
gave up their weekends to help out, we have 
made very good progress in the overall 
presentation of the school.  It was a delight to 
host the launch of our new Early Years Centre 
and to enjoy the lovely displays of pupils’ work 
set in the context of the bright and welcoming 
environment that has been created there. 
The new “Jungle theme” in the Primary school 
has proved really popular with all the pupils and 
here too the classrooms are looking more 
attractive than ever thanks to the efforts and 
flair of the Primary school staff.  In the Senior 
school we have been developing the theme of 
“the classroom as learning environment” with a 
real focus on subject based displays, including 
subject-specific vocabulary, posters, learning 
targets and samples of pupils’ work.   The 
colour printer and the laminator have been 
working over-time - as have the staff! 
Following on from the installation of 12 
interactive whiteboards in the summer term, we 
have recently undergone a major upgrade to 
our school network.   This has not gone as 
smoothly as we would have liked and even now 
there are a number of gremlins still lurking and 
waiting to be evicted from the system.  
Nevertheless, where the equipment is working 
we are noticing a significant improvement to the 
speed and power of the machines and this will 
undoubtedly have a really positive impact on 
the teaching and learning in the school in the 
coming months. 
As we approach 2010 a number of important 
events are coming into focus.  Our school 
inspection takes place in the week beginning 
18th January and we will be issuing all of you 
with a summary copy of the report when it 
becomes available. 
From the beginning of term we will also be 
hosting the visit of the Greener family from 
Cape Town in South Africa.   Rick Greener, 
Deputy Principal of the International School of 
Cape Town, will be working alongside us on a 
number of interesting projects.  His two children 
Amy and Steven, will be joining Year 6 and 
year 9 respectively and I know that we will all 
make them feel most welcome in our 
community.   It will be a fascinating experience 
for all of us to learn more about life in South 
Africa.    
To cap it all we will be celebrating the 140th 
anniversary of the founding of the school which 
took place on the 25th January 1870!    It really 
is quite an achievement for the school to have 
reached this venerable age.    On this note, we 
are hoping to create a “Book of  
congratulations” with messages from parents, 
pupils and former pupils of the school.  We 
have already started to make contact with 
former pupils around the globe and would be 
very grateful if (parent and/ or pupil) you would 
be willing to send in a message of 
congratulations to 
vickihumphreys@kingsmonkton.org.uk - a line 
or two with your name added to it will suffice. 
It remains for me to wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a truly peaceful New Year. 
Pierre Cox, Principal  

about the origins of Italian Renaissance in 
History and even participated in a European 
Rugby tournament in PE. 
With maps and greetings the topic of the  
Modern Languages department, pupils were 
even transported a little further afield and given 
an insight into Swahili by one of the students in 
the first lesson of its kind at the school. There 
were also Croatian songs, Irish poetry, and a 
European Science Quiz while ‘European 
Stereotypes’ was the subject of the Art room – 
imagine strings of onions and slices of Pizza! 
Various interactive games were undertaken 
and pupils were also given the opportunity to 
complete a ‘Passport to the European Union’ 
Mrs Hannah, Head of Modern Languages co-
ordinated the event and commented: 
“Events like this can really stimulate pupils’ 
learning and encourage participation on a 
different level. Both teachers and pupils 
enjoyed the fun, European twist on regular 
timetabling and really gained a lot from the day. 
Various topics were covered with students 
learning about things they might not necessarily 
have covered over the course of their normal 
curriculum”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Game for a laugh – The Modern Languages 
Teachers get into the spirit of things! 
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In the pinnacle of our calendar, Presentation 
Evening on September 17 saw another night of 
pomp and ceremony at the All Nations Centre 
for our high achievers in a multitude of fields. 
With pupils aged 8 to 18 receiving awards for 
outstanding achievement across the board, 
from academic excellence to sporting victory, 
we are very grateful to our special guest 
speaker, Pro Vice Chancellor of Cardiff 
University and Professor in the school of Social 
Sciences, Teresa Rees CBE. 
Prof Rees has a distinguished record of 
research and consultancy and is a long term 
expert adviser to the European Commission, 
several European governments and some 
multi-national companies. She has also been 
an adviser to the UK and Welsh Assembly 
Government on higher education policy, 
chairing two independent reviews of higher 
education funding and student support. She 
has served on two Economic and Social 
Research Council Boards and her publications 
include nine books and about a hundred 
papers and chapters. 
In 2002, she received the Val Feld award at the 
Welsh Woman of the Year awards, which 
recognises those who have made an 
outstanding contribution to promoting the role 
of women in Welsh life.  In 2003, she received 
the CBE for services to higher education and 
equal opportunities 
Speaking on the merits of praising children in 
all that they do and celebrating their successes 
no matter how small they may seem, Professor 
Rees praised the school for going the ‘extra 
mile’ to engender success and achievement for 
the lifelong learning needed in an increasingly 
competitive and ever changing work climate. 
She encouraged pupils to hold onto that sense 
of achievement for life and commented on the 
importance of always striving to achieve a 
balance in their work, family and social 
responsibilities in order to be the best they can 
be. 
We are extremely proud of all the students here 
at Kings Monkton and they all thoroughly 
deserve their commendations. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A formidable line-up! 
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With the likes of lessons on Renaissance Italy, 
European Buildings and with European food on 
the menu, pupils paid tribute to all things 
European on 25th September. 
Discovering in Design and Technology why 
Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia (Barcelona’s famous 
Cathedral) is still unfinished even though work 
began in 1882 and why the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa is actually curved, pupils also learned 
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On 24 September, members of our debating 
team took part in the ‘Mock Council of the 
European Union’ event held at the National 
Assembly for Wales’ youth debating chamber, 
Siambr Hywel, in Cardiff Bay. 
As one of 28 schools and colleges from all over 
Wales and one European school, the Kings 
Monkton team comprised of two year 11 pupils 
(Joseph H and Ekaterina M) who represented 
Denmark and argued impressively against a 
single currency during a Mock Council of the 
European Union. 
Sponsored by the National Assembly and the 
EU, the event was the second of its kind. This 
year’s gathering followed the success of last 
year’s inaugural event (organised by the Welsh 
Assembly Government, in conjunction with the 
European Commission Office in Wales) where 
two students from each school represented the 
government of an EU Member State, with a 
European school representing the UK. The final 
school represented the European Commission. 
The students debated, and voted, on topical 
issues affecting the European Union which 
made for a very lively and, at times, heated 
debate. 
After engaging Slovenia, Greece, Sweden, 
Austria and Ireland in exchanges over the 
adoption of the currency the Kings Monkton 
representatives were praised by judges for the 
quality of their responses. 
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Both pupils performed exceedingly well at the 
event, especially considering this was their first 
external competition. 
In other debating news, Ekaterina and Joseph 
were joined by Rhiannon W and David H on a 
debate training day in Swansea provided by the 
Council for Education in World Citizenship in a 
prelude to the Wales National Debating 
Championship sponsored by the Julian Hodge 
bank. 
 
Mr Shepley commented: 
“The debating has done very well this term, 
both at the National Assembly and in Swansea. 
All the students who took part have achieved 
high standards in public speaking and have 
been brilliant ambassadors for the school. We 
hope to follow on next year with plenty more 
events like this”. 
 

For further details on the debating society, 
please contact Mr Shepley . 
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Students of both the primary and secondary 
schools enjoyed a ‘tribal experience’ 
participating in workshops run by African 
drummers from Senegal in November. 
The workshop was organised by Miss Turner, 
Head of Primary School music as part of the 
music curriculum. Pupils from Foundation to 
Year 6 in the Primary and Year 9 in the 
Secondary were given an opportunity to play 
rhythms collaboratively, learn to play a djembe 
(drum) and to experience music and dance 
from another culture.  
Each class participated in an hour long 
workshop split equally between drums and 
dance, learning simple rhythms and African 
dance moves. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
especially when the teachers took to the stage 
to reveal their dancing prowess! 
Based in Chepstow, Monmouthshire and 
founded to share their love of African rhythm 
and dance with a wider audience, Tribal Vibes 
promotes the talents of traditional African 
artistes across the area with passion and 
enthusiasm. The group are all talented 
musicians and dancers, teaching with patience 
and an obvious passion for their arts. Every 
pupil was left enthused and inspired after such 
a stimulating experience of alternative arts. 
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Refereed by Cardiff Blues Development 
Officers, pupils from years 4 and 5 at Kings 
Monkton Primary school took part in a large 
Tag Rugby tournament held at Cardiff’s 
Cathedral School this term. 
Competing against other Independent Schools 
from the South Wales region, the standard was 
high throughout the 6 pools of teams. Of the 8 
games played by the two Kings Monkton 
squads, 5 were won and 1 drawn – a great 
result considering this is the first season that 
the boys have played Tag Rugby together! 
Mr Newman, junior rugby coach said: 
“All the games were closely contested and 
proved a real test of the boys’ skill and stamina. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the whole 
experience. The teams have improved 
tremendously in the very short space of time 
they have played together and are looking 
forward to a busy season”. 
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A grand total of £400 was raised for Gene 
research when pupils swapped their uniforms 
for jeans and took part in various activities. 
Each pupil and member of staff donated £1 to 
wear their jeans to school with further 
fundraising held by the Primary school who 
created a giant pair of jeans from coppers on 
the school yard (this alone raised an amazing 
£99.55). College students also gamely lined up 
to be soaked by other pupils wielding wet 
sponges to raise over £40.00. 
Mrs Harmer said: 
“Gene research is such a worthy cause and we 
are always pleased to support this fundraising 
day. A fun day was had by all and I would like 
to thank parents, pupils and teachers for their 
support”. 
Genetic disorders affect 1 in 33 children born in 
the UK – the equivalent to one in every class of 
schoolchildren.  Many of these disorders have 
no treatment available and more than half of all 
childhood deaths in the UK are linked to a 
genetic condition.   
Jeans for Genes aims to change the world for 
children living with genetic disorders.  The 
money raised on Jeans for Genes Day funds 
care and support for children and families 
affected by genetic disorders, as well as 
research into the causes and cures of these 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The primary school with their Giant Jeans 
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Very well attended again this year, the Making 
Choices Evening offered an insight into College 
life. 
With 16 subjects on offer a great deal of 
interest was shown and pupils and parents 
were able to discuss courses and options. 
Many thanks go to our visiting guest speakers 
from Careers Wales and Business in the 
Community and also to Mr Newman and Mr 
Fairchild who spoke on the newly offered Duke 
of Edinburgh Scheme and Young Enterprise 
respectively. 
Please do not hesitate to book an appointment if 
there is anything further you wish to discuss. 
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TERM DATES 2010 
 
Spring Term Begins     4 th January 
Half Term      15 th – 19th February 
Term Ends      26 th March 
Summer Term Begins     19 th April 
Half Term      31 st May – 4 th June 
Term Ends      9 th July 
 
HPV Injections (yrs 8,10,11,12,13)    4 th January 
Estyn School Inspection      W/C 18th January 
All parents will be issued with a summary copy of the report when available. 
140th Anniversary of the school    25 th January 
PTA Meeting      1st February 
Nursery to Year 2 Trip     4 th February 
11+ Scholarship and entrance exams    6 th February 
ISA Rugby Competition     12 th March 
Year 5 Trip      11 th February 
 
Please note that this is NOT a complete list. Dates are subject to change and updating. Please contact 
the office if in any doubt or refer to the Term Calendar. 
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As is customary, our year 10 pupils (aged 15) 
will be undertaking week-long work experience 
placements the week commencing 5th July 
2010. 
If you are able to offer a student the chance of 
gaining valuable industry experience and an 
insight into the world of work, or indeed, know 
anyone who is able to offer such a placement, 
we would be very grateful if you could contact 
Mr Evans . 
 
Suggestions from all sectors are welcomed - 
we like to provide the students with as much 
variety in this field as possible. 
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On November 10th, 4 year 8 pupils took part in 
the Kids Lit Quiz as one of 16 teams. This year 
the event was held at Bishop of Llandaff High 
and the team received a book each as top 
scorers in one of their heats and Megha also 
did well in the ‘quick fire’ questions. 

Congratulations to Paul, Megha, Milind and 
Shivam of year 8 pictured with Librarian 
Mrs Cox 
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Congratulations go to all who took part in the 
primary in-house Michaelmas Super League  - 
an “all play all” competition. Congratulations 
also go to Mehak who was placed 2nd in the 
U9’s  Welsh Girls’ Championships on Sat 28th 
November. With a record number of entries this 
year this is a fantastic result! 
Welsh Junior Rapid Play Tournament, in 
Monmouth on 19th Dec. Get your entries in! 

Take a 
look at 
the 
Primary 
display 
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In support of Children in Need, Primary children 
this year wore funky tights and ties to raise over 
£150. Mrs Harmer also collected loose change 
and held a competition to guess the amount in 
the jar. This raised a total of £45.52 and the 
winner was Ahmed Muftah who had the closest 
guess to win a Pudsey Bear. 
 
The College students also got into the spirit of 
things collecting loose change to raise over 
£40.00. 
 

Congratulations to all who took part and as 
always thank your for your continued support in 
all our fundraising efforts – a total of £275 was 
raised on the day! 
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As you will be aware, our rolli- 
ng programme of refurbishm- 
ents continued this summer w- 
ith the early years unit. 
We now have a fantastic new 
combined nursery and found- 
ation facility which I’m sure everyone will agree 
is a modern, bright and stimulating setting for 
young minds and personalities to flourish. 
The new open plan space allows for free 
movement between the areas and children now 
have further access to a wide range of activity-
based learning. 
Many thanks go to Wendy Woodcock, Director 
of Schools, CfBT who came down for the open 
morning and cut the ribbon to the department.  
She commented: 
“The psychological, social and physical 
environment that children experience when 
they are very young can have a profound 
impact on their subsequent lives. Given most of 
our important neural development has been 
formed by the age of three, I am delighted that 
the children have access to such a bright, airy 
and stimulating environment in the course of 
their school day. It is a fantastic multi-use 
space in which I am sure they will thrive and 
thoroughly enjoy all aspects of work and play”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Cox, Mrs Harmer and Mrs Woodcock 
with children and staff from the Early Years.  

�������
�
�������������
�
�������������
�
�������������
�
������� ���
 

I hope by now you will have found our new 
primary ‘Jungle Telegraph’ corner which follows 
on from our Jungle theme throughout the 
Primary school. It is located on the way through 
from the main entrance to the primary school 
and is our new look information point where 
parents and visitors can find out about the work 
and routine of each class, coming events, 
together with recent letters to parents etc. We 
hope you will find it useful.  
We have also started to produce some pocket 
guides for parents. So far there are guides on 
helping with homework, reading and 
handwriting and we plan to add to these in the 
coming months.  
We would love to know what you think about 
our new jungle theme as well as recent events 
and ask if you will take a minute to write your 
comments in the book provided. There is also a 
book for any suggestions you might have for 
future events, pocket guides, ideas you would 
like to see developed and so on. We really do 
want to hear from you, especially if you think 
we are getting something right! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Jungle Telegraph. Please provide us 
with your valued comments and 
suggestions. 
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Membership of the Old Kings Monktonians 
Association is open to all former pupils as well 
as to new students in the sixth form college. 
A newsletter, annual dinner and regular 
sporting activities enable former pupils to keep 
in touch. The alumni also has a cricket and golf 
society with fixtures at various locations 
throughout the year 
This year the annual dinner was held at the 
Holland House Hotel. A good time was had by 
all and it was great to see so many old faces as 
well as plenty of new ones. 
For details of forthcoming activities please 
check the website or speak to Mrs Lowther.  
 
If you are a former pupil and are interested in 
membership, please visit the school website at 
www.kingsmonkton.org.uk for the relevant 
contact details. 

 

����������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
 

An interactive information board bringing to you 
some of the latest events, issues and 
interesting facts from around the globe has 
recently been launched and is located in the 
corridor between Primary and Secondary. 
We are looking for contributions from anyone 
about issues from around the world. So if you 
have an interesting piece of news, an unusual 
bit of information or an important issue from 
anywhere in the world that you would like to tell 
us about, please produce a short piece of 
writing in large print with a bold headline, 
Google map, picture and anything else you 
might think is appropriate and submit to Mr Cox  
or Mrs Murphy . 
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As always the PTA have had an extremely full 
calendar this term. 
Fundraising has continued apace with various 
activities as follows: 
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Thanks to everyone who gave in their 
suggestions for the recipe book. We have had 
some outstanding contributions. 
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Primary pupils have each had the opportunity 
of creating their own Christmas cards this year. 
The pupils created their individual designs 
which were then professionally transferred to a 
greetings card which parents had the 
opportunity to purchase. 
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With a number of high quality stalls, this event 
was a huge success raising over £400 for the 
school. Its popularity means that we are 
already planning next year’s event. 
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With plenty of stalls and activities on offer this 
year, a fun time was had by all. Santa was 
even in town to deliver a few presents! 
Organising these events is extremely time-
consuming and while it is equally rewarding to 
see the fruits of your labour, the PTA are 
always keen on getting new recruits on board. 
Your offers of help are as always appreciated 
and if you would like to join or just learn about 
what is planned for the near future, please 
come to our next meeting which will be held in 
the dining room on 1st February, 2010 at 
7.30pm. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Chairperson, Greta Lowther (02920212784), Janine 
Hale, Secretary (02920792281) or Treasurer, June 
Edwards (02920614357). 
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A Pupil’s take…  
Every year in September, Kings Monkton holds 
its school presentation evening at the All 
Nations Centre. 
The event is held to showcase the pupils’ well-
deserved achievements – academic to musical. 
Primary pupils to College students are 
recognised and receive a certificate or trophy of 
achievement. 
This event has been well supported over the 
years by parents and staff. Every year a 
different guest speaker attends to present 
awards. In recent years, these have included a 
Scientist, a University Professor, the Chief 
Executive of the George Thomas Hospice and 
the Director of CfBT. 
Whoever our guest-speaker may be, they 
present the certificates and trophies. One or 
two pupils received a large amount of awards 
this year, causing a member of the audience to 
shout “do you need a wheelbarrow for all 
those?” There were also quite a few jokes told 
by Mr Evans, who had heard that children learn 
better through jokes! 
I think its important to see pupils presented with 
a certificate for their achievements and I hope 
that you will pass on information about our 
school presentation evening to family and 
friends so that, at the beginning of each 
academic year, everyone can enjoy seeing 
their child being presented with a certificate, 
prize or trophy for their hard work during the 
previous year. 
 

By Ami L, 10L  
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Our buddy system encourages pupils in years 
11 and 7 to meet together. It is the year 11’s 
job to look after the year 7 and help if there are 
any problems. Hopefully this system will help 
the older and younger ones to get to know 
each other better. We try to meet our buddy 
every day and arrange a day every other week 
to meet with our buddies and play games with 
them – this is called a buddy meet! 
 
By Robert C 
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A-level study demands a lot of the student’s 
time but fitting in other activities has enormous 
benefits, whether for light relief, self-
development or for adding breadth to your 
achievements. 
Young Enterprise fulfils many of the criteria 
listed above. Organised by Mr Fairchild , the 
scheme is open to Year 12 students who during 
the year set up, manage and run their own 
company. An external Business Adviser (from 
BT) also attends regular group sessions and is 
on hand for advice should it be needed. As part 
of the scheme, students have to agree on a 
product that they can produce, market and sell. 
This involves setting up a board of directors 
and essentially applying the skills and know-
how to successfully run the company and 
hopefully turn in a profit at the end! It can be a 
pretty cut-throat business and we have 
witnessed some dramatic boardroom coups 
more than once. But by learning through doing 
(the Young Enterprise motto) students acquire 
a lot of essential skills, such as teamwork and 
time management, and they can also gain a 
qualification, all of which adds weight to the 
personal statement when applying to university. 
This years’ product is based around a ‘Splatt’ 
theme Jackson Pollock inspired (an influential 
American painter and major figure in the 
abstract expressionist movement) t-shirts are 
currently on sale.  
Other products that will be available this year 
include Christmas Cards, Bookmarks, Gift 
Tags, Wrapping Paper, Bracelets and various 
other items. The Le Splatt Team will be pleased 
to take requests for t-shirts. Please see Ceri M, 
Managing Director or Mr Fairchild. 
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Newly launched here at Kings Monkton, the 
Duke of Edinburgh Scheme is proving 
extremely popular amongst year 9 to 13 
students. 
All aspects of this scheme will challenge and 
reward the participant in equal measure. Mr 
Newman runs expeditions in the Beacons and 
on the Gower Coast. Expeditions run through 
the summer term, although the skills, physical 
recreation and volunteering sections are on-
going throughout the year. 
An award from the Duke of Edinburgh scheme 
will give you skills, confidence and a view on 
life that everyone is looking for, from employers 
to colleges and universities. You will be 
recognised for doing things you want to do (and 
may even be doing already) plus you’ll make a 
difference to other people’s lives and your 
community, be fitter and healthier, make new 
friends and have memories to last you a 
lifetime. 
 
Ready for the off! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which way now? Troops in action on the 
Gower Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information on DofE, please contact 
Mr Newman . 


����� ���
���� �������
����� ���
���� �������
����� ���
���� �������
����� ���
���� �������
������������������������������������� ���
�

In a take on similar features from other 
publications, we have decided to start a ‘Kings 
Monkton’ around the world piece. 
Our very own Mr Cox pictured with the 
prospectus launches the feature from the top of 
Pen-y-fan – our local Everest!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A keen walker, Mr Cox scales Pen-y-Fan in his 
spare time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A festive scene I’m sure you’ll agree - it has 
been suggested that it could be Lapland 
pictured! 
Pen y Fan is the highest peak in South Wales, 
situated in the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
At 886 metres (2,907 ft) above sea-level, it is 
also the highest peak in Britain south of the 
Snowdonia mountain range. The twin summits 
of Pen y Fan and Corn Du were formerly 
referred to as Cadair Arthur or 'Arthur's Seat'. 
 
Why not see where you can take our school 
and earn valued credits  in doing so? Photo 
entries via e-mail please to: 
vickihumphreys@kingsmonkton.org.uk 
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If you need a lift, why not take a look a JK’s 
Wedding Dance  on YouTube – it’s guaranteed 
to put a smile on your face and has been done 
in the name of raising money for violence 
prevention, a worthy cause indeed. 
(Sensible) future suggestions welcomed! 
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If you have a story you would like to share with 
the school via our newsletter, please contact 
Vicki Humphreys in the office or email at 
vickihumphreys@kingsmonkton.org.uk 
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After a few of the initial teething problems that 
usually go hand-in-hand with modern 
technology, November saw the launch of our 
much anticipated new website. It is still being 
populated so may look a bit sparse in certain 
areas, but keeping checking for regular 
information and updates. 
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A great way to get the festive season underway, ‘Sparkle’ was the title of this year’s concert which saw 
one little star gain her sparkle in time to become the star of Bethlehem - I’m sure everyone will agree it 
was a roaring success! 
All pupils were diligent in their rehearsals and got into the festive spirit with their colourful costumes 
and exuberant singing. 
A lot of hard work goes into these productions every year and we are very grateful for the support and 
fantastic turnout for each performance. 
Should you wish to purchase professional photographs of the concert or the DVD, please contact the 
school office for the relevant form.  

KMS Rocks! 

Joseph, Mary 
and 
Bethlehem’s  
shining star 

The Le 
Splatt logo 
and T-shirt 


